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Situations of serious injuries to infants invariably generate disputes between parents and professionals regarding the nature and implications of the alleged maltreatment. These cases are amongst the most perplexing for social work and child protection agencies to manage, and the most challenging for courts to determine the best future placements for the infants (and siblings) concerned. Specific questions arise:

· How can professionals build a working relationship with families while maintaining a rigorous assessment focus on the suspected abuse?

· What is the nature of effective assessment practice, with a particular focus on the potential for change?

· In what circumstances is reunification a reasonable risk to take?

· When reunification is a reasonable risk to take, what does a meaningful risk management plan look like?

· In what circumstances is reunification unlikely to be considered an acceptably safe option?

· What are the alternatives to reunification: kinship care or stranger adoption?

The recent book Child Protection Assessment Following Serious Injuries to Infants: Fine Judgements highlights the pressing need for improvements in child protection practice. Drawing on research projects and practice-based evidence, this workshop will focus on the need to improve the consistency and quality of child protection assessment practice in two crucial ways:

· Infants need more effective protection from sources of real risk

· Child protection systems need to be more vigilant in not intervening in disproportionate and damaging ways.

Likely structure for the day: Three presentations and discussion, one small group exercise.
